'ou have to hove o cerain omount

of salfdoubt 1o be a good test rider - it helps

keep everything in perspecive. You have ko siay

awars that thousands of potential bike buyers ore

going ko foke at least some notice of your judgement
and opinions, 5ot do the job preperly you have fo question your
objechivity regularly, lest you foll info the block hole of egeinspired self
indulgent raving or simple tabloid bullshi,

Now | enjoy riding bikes. I've owned everything from CZ1755 fo Gold
Wings, vintoge BSAs 1o race-rep whizzbangs, and I've yel o find a bike
that doesn’t have some saving grace - i if's gof two wheels and on engine
thet werks, you con ganseally have fun on it. Whether thot makes me  befter
o woise rood-ester | preler o leave unsaid, but | like 1o spend a lot of fime
assessing a bike from the point of view of who's likely to own it revelling in its
good points, searching out s bad, racking down its individuol character..

So you don't expect razor sharp handling from a fackory custom, or plush four-
ing comfort from a dirf bike - you judge eccording to comman sense.

All of thet may seem blindingty obvious, but | labaur the point because,
every 50 cften, olbeit rarely, you come across o bike that hits you os being so
close 1o perfection that you have to siond back and reassess bolh it end
yourself all over ogain. Hos someone moved the morker posts - it really
ear't be that good, con if? You must be missing something, losing your
objectivity 1o the tempting ure of subjective hyperbole, being seduced by
a compaence whasa apparenty flawless surface must surely mask &
hidden insufficiency somewhere. So you ride ogain and ogain, scrut
ising o the Nih dagree, haping, ke some demanted Persian car-
pet awner, ko locate even the smalest of inaccuracies. On the
Homel, hat becomes quite © fask

Because fhe Hornet is simply superb. If's foultess in
every areo. In its closs i sifs fop of the class by a
mile. You can only find foults by faking
it out of its class; it doasa't have much
waathar profection - but if's not a sour-
or. It nel overed in dayglo graphic
plastic - but it oin't o roce rep. It
doesn't do 150mph - yeh, but hell s
0 250. Leave the Hamet in its own con-
toxt, and if's unbeatoble

But ¥o refrock slightly, bet's go back
o couple of years, o a fime when
Suzuki are sifing pretty clop fhe four
cylinder 250 naked retro/lekire class
with their Bandit. A chass which has
thrown up its styling idiosyncracies,
with the Yamaha Zeal (o cule and
capable machine), and Kawasaki
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