the revs rise and foll quidcer
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‘plonked ashide your own parfcular brand of naked 250, aunight perfor.
mance don't necessarily cut much ice, and dull cericinly don't cut none ot

Enter the Hornet. Cooking and desiroble CBR250 lumg, competent and
bl chasis, and o rodical yet appealing sting packoge which pays
homage fo Honda's own lineage of aroctively purposehl CB-1 ond
oggressively chunky Super Four, steals some of its more outrogecus syling
cues from under Suzuki’s Banditesque nose, yet stll in the end conspires lo
create an enfirely new ideniity for itself. s a real honey of a bike, manag-
ing to look awesome without being fearsome, raw yet civilised, tough yat
charming, fierce yet charismatic. Sroight oway the Homet gives you the
imprassion you can just jump on and thrash away o your heart's content
and if | repay your efforts with maximum enjoyment and safisfaction, with-
out even thinking of bifing back of you, and nof only that, itll come back
begging for more

Look ot that stance - nose down, arse in the air, oll hunched and ready
for action ke the seetfigher it is. I doasn'tlook like & 250, sither, i's o
Follsize bike - this could e & 400, or o compact 400 for that mater, That
wide, sweeping boatail rear end stonds tall and proud, enhanced by the
high level pipe and catserye rear light, without no namby-pomby hugger
hiding that monstrous back fyre. Okay, so the shif flies onto the swingarm -
who cares? And thal invncated front mudguard might throw mare shit ante
the pipes - se whal, it looks good cut off at the back like that, and ain't you
never heord of power-washers? And check out that tank - siyling so sharp
you could draw blood with it. But as the man said, God is in the details,
and whether if's fhe neat way the rear grab rail bots are hidden under finy
chroma covers, or the fact hat the swingarm is box section alloy, welded o
o lrge chunk of gensina millsd billst {smart, the Hornet s, f leas! s far
as production motareyeles go, olmost GodJiks in its seorch for perection.
Okoy, so maybe scme braided stoinless hoses, anodised enging screws,
and coloured alloy “bars might finish it off, but you've got to have some-
thing o spend your aftermarka! Yen an

First surprise when you climb aboard is how low the bike is. Alright it
might lock presy low amyway, but if's even lower than it losks - trust me. I's
a sad joumalistc cliche that some bikes you sitin rather than on, but it wes

never more frue fhan on the Hormel, saf cossetted between that woisted fank

ond that hightailed sect. Just 29 inches o ground level, and a nicaly raund-
ed contour mean combort and sobility for even the smllest legs. With the
high set footrests this does meon your feel get pretty close fo your bum, but
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ide whore’s

then a seaside
the pegs are sat wel far enough back, the tank is norrow enough where it
maers 1o let your knees sit neatly below the protruding waistline. Ifs very
businesslike, but surprisingly very comly as wel, and anly six footers might
find the Homet cramped in any way

50 there you are, hunched behind the bars, everything whers you want
itto be, ond having stabbed the starter butten, you blip the throtle a couple
ol limes ko warm the mofor. And oh, if's so silky... There's bugger ol in the
way of Aywheels down there, the facha needle swings up and down the
smort whilefaced dial as the revs rise and foll quicker thon a seaside
whore's underclouts. Whizz, whizz, whizz i oll goss, the carbesation sa
instont that the throtle feels more like an on/off swikch, the mator so smooth
Swiss woichmakers furn green. s oll oo wonderfl, and, human nakure
baing what it is, you're waiting for something o go wrong. I's bound o be
peaky, it iff Ifs gonna stall when | set off. Ha, fooled you again, the
light chuich engages swealer than the sugar phum fairy's smile, and you're
away with zero fuss. Just 3 thausand revs on o dial that spins ofl the way lo 1
16 and when you crack the throfile i just rockets round the clock, grab
ancther gear quick and it does it again. How da the Japs maks thess lisle
2503 30 roctable? The Hormet will bimble along af 2,000 revs in sish geor {
s smookh as you like, How many bigger bikes will do that? Presumably the
Jop 250 market is composed of fashion freaks rather than commitied riders,
50 the bikes have ko scare highly in the userfriendly stakes, but that doesn’t
make them any less of o bike for a commified UK rides - it just makes them
eosiet to live with, which s just fine by me.

And see, I'm clveady storfing 1o fall inko the rap of heaping endless
proise onko the Hormet, but what elsa can | do. The motor is clean and
respansive right across te rev range, and the more you e it, the harder it
likes fo work. You can whizz around sewn al day wihout breoking eight
grond, but rev it harder and that high level can gives o delicious, if muted
howl, and the whole plat fairly flies. Ckay, reclity check, this is o 40bhp
250, but i’ just so much Fun o ide it makes you wonder why 150khp
bikes exist. You can scream the Hornet around without feeling anything
other than quick, ye! you don't gat yoursell info trouble. As I'm sure ['ve said
befare, but it bears repeaing, look af it this way - remember when grey
400s wre first coming onto the market, and everyone said ey were oo
small, and yeu needed at least 750ccs? Yeh, well those words of so called
wisdom ot eaten prelty quickly, and ifs the same with the four cylinder
250s. To quate the ancient soge, 'Don't knock it tl you've tried i,’ and
there's mare than @ few disceming ridess riding reund on mega-tev, mega
fun 250s and quietty smiling to themsalves about the well kept secrat. Okay,
it dossn't do 150mph, Hands up, hanesty now. How many of you have
odually done 1 50mph, os opposed o Ialked about if? Yep, | hought so.
Gt real, d sconer Irade superb lightweight handling and a really reward:
ing oll round pockage for what s basicall five exira meaningless rumbers
o a speedo dial. On the flot out, unrestricied Mountain section of the TT
course, you may well curse the Homet for not having encugh power, But
then think abeul what mast of your iding entail. For more than 90% of he
time, the Homet is peabably idsol

So, the mador's 0 doazee, he throtle responsa dalightully spot on, sven
the six ratios shift unobirusively; what are Honda playing at here? Becouse
the handling package is nigh-on perfect as well. Front foks ore a compora-
fively massive 41mm in diometer, but without
any form of odjustment how can they work so
well? If's a myslery only Honda know, some
foem of orientol magic perhaps. Guite why
Honda reverted back ko o now unfashionable
16° ront rim s onothes unanswered question,
but that works oo, Feedback from the kow pro-
fils 130/70 Bridgestone is there in any
amount you wand, but if you don't core about
such things, just enjoy the smooth ride.
Steering is more newiralthan & Mew Lobeur
wlection promise, and the front end turns in




