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eforfessly and o3 sharply os you fke, while so-
bilty is uncompromised of any speed. You con
hrow the Hormet around like the nimblest of nim-
ble things - cog down a couple of geors, thraw
the plot in, and come screaming out the oihe:
side ol goose bumpy. That laurpisten Nissin
caliper grabs the big [300mm single disc pre
dictobly, with planty of stopping power and
nice, easy oction, contrallokle enough fo gently
seruh off spaed or get the front end hopping
ogainst the larmac, you suil yoursel,

The rear end is an opporent slep backwards
s well, with the single rear shack mounted direct
ly ko that gorgeous piece of milled billet olloy
which makes up the front of the swingarm - no ris-
ing rate linkages here. But don't be fooled that
this is simply  lowtech sokuion. Shock lechaolo
gy has come a long way in recent yeats, ond ris-
ing rote can be builtdirectly into the shack itse,
The very lotest ofi<cad bikes ore uilising similor
technalogy, and if i's good encugh for
motecrass, the litthe Hornet shouldn't go omiss.

And it also means of course thal there's nane of
thosa nasty [and expensive) lifle bearings and

bushes to maintgin and replace. The shocker itself
has oaly preload adjustmen', seven positions in
all. 1 was set ot number 2 criginally, and
abhough hondiing wosn't the lsast bit offected,
psychologically | couldn' get my head arcund
the fact it would corner s well with so much
mavement. So | jocked up o number 4 fo fighten
it all up @ ted. Yeh, | know, ofter 20 years of
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meddation | should be more Zendike in my motor.
cycle maintenance, but old habits die hard, ond |
just ol ks | could push it harder wit it oll sel @
bitsouter, Andl speaking of pushing i, fhe Homet
s one of those bikes that always makes you feel
you could have gane round that comer just o litle
bit faster... Despite the mega-wide rubber at both
ends, the bike refuses fo "whitedine” or frock
down the overbanding i the wel or dry, and sim
phy sficks fo the road no malter where you put it
And now | sit back from the computer screen
(nd think, have | overhyped the Homet? Nope,
can't honestly say that | han
could over-hype it, actually
Itloaks the business, pulling an agpreciative
crowd wherever you park i, The inish quallty on
the whole is prefty gaod - the headstack weld
on the steel bax secfion frame could be pr
but with 5o e frome shawing, and whal fhere is
painied in o gunmeal grey which makes it prefy
mach invi it's hadly noficeable. And you do
gel neat red colourcoded phug leods... It pes-
forms equally as well as i looks, being beautiklly
elforlless 1o ride, ond yet way bloody enjoyable
o the same fime. It prociical for day 1o day
commusng o fost scratching, yet comicnoble
encugh on longer runs [ot lecs, on the sixyodd
miles of the longest frip | wos going fo make on
the few freezing cold January days | hed the
bike]. You ain' going fo bunges much luggaga
onig it, not e high level pipe, anyway, bul
il koke 0 magnetic lank bag ckay. Il might be @

1 don't hink you
really is that good.

fun to ride it
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bit of a bugger 1o keep clean, but it isn't Janwary
al yeor round, and when i rains you do get wet
twhich applies fo even the mast Fully faired bike if
you ride it for encugh], but the Homet's ullimaie
oppeal is that ii's just so domn whizzy - some:
thing you do aciually have fo experience %o fully
understand, Alright, if you're into low rewving
sluggers, or mega-grunty lorque monslers, this
maybe 30t the bike for you - urless, perhaps,
you'te open mindad enaugh to sample a new
experience jand then, of course, the Homet has
you, whizz oddiction being o seduciive pleo
wre...]

And if oll that seems too much, well, hang
onlo your hats, ‘cos ['ve saved the best bit 6l last,
With the exchange rates prevalling ot the time of
whiting, West Coast will arder you o Homet,
brond new, direct from Jopan, for just £3595
Er, is that right? Yep, less than four grand.
Exotica bas never been as ofiordable. Form an

d ko gel right hrough e
back tyre is the

arderty gueve, boys and girls.
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